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Abstract 
 

The high activity laboratories have been built at the end of the 50'. The particularity of this facility was that about 14 
different laboratories worked in 14 different fields (biology, production of Cs and Cf sources, metallurgy, mechanical 
testing …). Because of the optimisation of the nuclear research, the CEA decided to close progressively  this facility 
and to transfer the different experiments in other places. 
This action began in 1997 and is planed to end in 2010. 6 laboratories have been closed from 1997 to 2001 and the 
dismantling of the shielded cells has begun since 2002. Therefore, several laboratories have been cleaned of the 
materials and experiments. Nevertheless, the main particularity of this subject is that some experimental activities 
have been pursued during the cleaning and dismantling of other laboratories. 
For example, we describe the dismantling of the laboratory that performed metallurgical and mechanical 
characterization of irradiated materials.  This laboratory occupied 20 lead cells and 2 glove boxes. The exploitation of 
those cells has been stopped progressively (12 at the end of 2001 and 5 at the end of 2003). The end of the of last 3 
cell exploitation is planed to end 2005. Since the end of 2001, 9 lead cells have been cleaned. Their dismantling is 
planed for next the two years. In parallel, we will clean all the other cells. During this phase we will have also to 
transfer all the irradiated samples (about 5000) that are still in the laboratory to the waste treatment facility of the CEA 
centre or to the new laboratory which has been presented during the previous Hotlab meeting in Saclay. 
 
The paper gives details for background about ended operations: Organisation, Waste production, Specific designs 
which improve radioprotection, waste destinations and costs, Difficulties and feedback experience of dismantling. 
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